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Camp Curiosity Summer 2026

Looking for a summer camp that balances science, fun, and play? That's our
specialty! We've been sparking curiosity with weeklong day camps at MOSAC since
2021. Below you'll find everything you need to plan your summer with us at Camp
Curiosity.

Camp Registration
How do | register a child for camp?

Camp registration must be done online. All registration links will be posted to our
camp webpage.

Each purchase should be made separately. Registration is successful when you
purchase one week of camp for one child at a time. To avoid system errors, we
recommend that you do not add multiple camp purchases to your cart.

If you are a member, please read our Camp Curiosity Member Registration Guide.
Some of our camps have sold out in minutes, so please note your member ID and
associated email address ahead of time for the best chance at securing a spot!

Is additional childcare available?

Yes, one hour of aftercare can be purchased for 1% — 8" grade campers. Aftercare
cannot be purchased for Kindergarten campers.

Aftercare happens daily from 4:05pm — 5:00pm.

This option is suitable for guardians who are unable to arrive by 4:05pm to pick up
their camper(s) or guardians who want their camper(s) to spend extra time exploring
museum exhibits or doing non-curricular activities at the end of the day.

Please note that Aftercare must be purchased separately from camp registration.
Aftercare is available at a flat rate of $80 per week, whether your camper is picked
up between 4:05pm — 5:00pm one day of the camp week or every day of the camp
week. Late pick-ups will be billed at $1 per minute past 5:00pm.

How can | be sure my registration was processed?

Once you have filled out all required fields and submit your payment, your registration
is complete.

Upon receipt of your registration, you will receive a confirmation email with details
about your purchase, such as but not limited to camp theme, camp dates, camper
name, and total amount paid.

Can | register a child other than my own?

No. Campers should only be registered by a legal guardian.


https://visitmosac.org/learn/camps/
https://visitmosac.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-Member-FAQ-1.21.26.pdf
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The camp registration forms include sensitive information such as medical and
behavioral notes. We strive to be as inclusive as possible, and information from
guardians is a key part of setting campers up for success. We encourage guardians
to complete their own campers’ registration so that we have the most complete and
accurate information.

Can | register my camper for a group that is younger or older than they are?

No. Please register your child in the correct group based on their rising grade level
(the grade level they will be entering in Fall 2026).

We understand that your camper may be advanced — emotionally, intellectually, or
socially — and this is accounted for in our curriculum development. Our activities are
meant to encourage critical thinking and exploration while also helping develop age-
appropriate skills. Above all, we want all campers to have fun, and sometimes this
means allowing them to “act their age” with same-age peers!

How many weeks can my camper attend?

Our policy is one theme one time — a camper can attend each theme offered to their
age group once per summer.
Rising Kindergarten campers can attend up to 3 weeks of Camp Curiosity this year:
o Super Star Scientist week (July 6 — 10)
o Sensory Science week (July 20 — 24)
o Amazing Astronaut week (August 3 — 7)
Rising 1% & 2™ graders can attend up to 4 weeks of Camp Curiosity this year:
o One week of Make It Go
o One week of Naturally Curious
o One week of MOSAC Mission Control
o One week of Slippery Slimy Science
Rising 3@ & 4™ graders can attend up to 4 weeks of Camp Curiosity this year:
o One week of Are You Game
o One week of A Martian's Guide to Space
o One week of Creepy Crawly Creatures
o One week of Animal Outcasts
Rising 5" & 6™ graders can attend up to 6 weeks of Camp Curiosity this year:
o One week of Team Green
One week of Space Survival
One week of Astrobiologist Academy
One week of Lab Science 101
One week of Make Me a Maker (Design Lab Specialty Camp)
o One week of Cosmic Construction (Design Lab Specialty Camp)
Rising 7" & 8" graders can attend up to 2 weeks of Camp Curiosity this year:
o One week of Make Me a Maker (Design Lab Specialty Camp)
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o One week of Cosmic Construction (Design Lab Specialty Camp)

What if a camp sells out before | get the chance to register for it?

o Once registration is open, we will also open a waitlist for sold-out camps. The waitlist
can be found on our camp webpage.

e If the camp week you are interested in is sold out, you can join our waitlist. If a spot
becomes available, we will contact you via email, and you will have 48 hours to
respond before we move to the next request. No payment is required until you are
offered a spot and are able to register.

o  We will need a separate waitlist form entry for each camper and each camp week.
You may fill out the form as many times as needed.

Member Registration
What camp benefits do MOSAC members receive?
o Membership at the Family Duo level or above comes with a discount and early
registration.

o Each week of camp will be discounted by $20.

o Registration is open exclusively to members for 2 weeks before opening to the
public! Members have the best chance of securing camp spots; each year we
have at least one camp group that sells out during this members-only
window.

How does member registration work?

e From March 11 at 9am to March 25 at 8:59am, the registration portal will only be
accessible to members. During this 2-week window, the "REGISTER" button on our
camp webpage will take you a member verification page. To access registration, you
will need to enter the following:

o The email address associated with your membership
o Your member ID, as found on your digital membership card

How do | find my member ID or my digital membership card?
e Search your email inbox for “Your New Membership Card”.
e Scroll to the bottom of the email and click on “Download Membership Card”. You will
see the digital card with your membership information, including named adult
members, member ID, and membership level.

What if | still need help?

e Please click here to read our Camp Curiosity Member Registration Guide! If your
guestion isn't listed or you need over-the-phone assistance, you can call our
Membership & Development team at (916) 674-5000 ext. 125. Please allow 2-3
business days for a response.


https://visitmosac.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-Member-FAQ-1.21.26.pdf
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Camp Curiosity Location
Where does Camp Curiosity happen?
e Camp Curiosity takes place at the SMUD Museum of Science and Curiosity (MOSAC).
o Our address is 400 Jibboom Street, Sacramento, CA 25811.
o We are located just off I-5 at Richards Blvd, north of Old Sacramento.

o Camp activities take place in MOSAC's indoor and ocutdoor spaces, including
classrooms, exhibits, planetarium (Multiverse Theater), makerspace (Design Lab), and
our gated outdoor patio.

o Our outdoor time is limited to what is comfortable and safe. We know children need
active games, movement, and free play. We also know that children need shade,
water, and outdoor fans to keep cool. At Camp Curiosity, we balance all of these
needs.

What about the heat?

o Over the past few years Sacramento has experienced extreme weather and natural
disasters, from high heat to wildfires in nearby counties. Here are the precautions we
take:

o We will monitor the forecast. If we are expecting extreme heat (102+ degrees
F), we will alter our camp schedules to keep campers inside as much as
possible and make sure there is adequate shade, water, and misting fans
available when outside.

o We will monitor the air quality. If air quality monitors read “Unhealthy” or
worse, or if our site conditions are deemed unsafe for staff and campers, we
will reach out to all families (first via email, then via phone) by 8:00am to
cancel camp for the day.

Camp Curiosity Schedules
What is the basic schedule?
e 8:40am - 9:05am Check-in
e 12:00pm - 12:15pm Kinder Check-out
o  3:40pm — 4:05pm Check-out
e 4:05pm - 5:00pm Aftercare

What does a day of T** — 8" grade camp look like?
e Tt - 8" grade camp runs from 9am — 4pm.
e Camp begins with outdoor morning games and a song, followed by a review of our
behavior expectations.
e Hands-on learning activities include building, engineering, and design challenges,
labs and experiments, and exploring natural phenomena through play (such as
testing gravity with toy cars).
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Active play activities include group games, gross motor activities, simple obstacle
courses and relay races, and time to walk around and explore the museum.

Behind the scenes activities may include a tour of the Design Lab, Q&A sessions with
our exhibits team, or an animal care discussion and feeding session.

Around noon, campers will have an hour for lunch and free play. There is also one
half-hour snack break before lunch and one half-hour snack break after lunch. Unless
there is extreme heat, all food breaks take place outside.

If campers have projects, crafts, or worksheets that can be taken home, they will
receive those right before check-out.

Campers will visit all museum exhibits and attend one exclusive planetarium program
and one Science Stage Show during each camp week.

What does a day of Kinder camp look like?

Kinder camp runs from 9am to 12pm.

Camp begins with outdoor morning games and a song, followed by a review of our
behavior expectations.

Kinder campers will have one half-hour snack break each day.

Kinder camp activities are designed to be shorter and include more movement,
whether that's through stations or game-ified learning.

Hands-on learning activities include building, engineering, and design challenges,
demonstrations and experiments, exploring natural phenomena through play (such
as testing gravity with toy cars), and story time.

Active play activities include group games, gross motor activities, simple obstacle
courses and relay races, and time to walk around and explore the museum.

If campers have projects, crafts, or worksheets that can be taken home, they will
receive those right before check-out.

Campers will visit all museum exhibits and attend one exclusive planetarium program
and one Science Stage Show during each camp week.

What does a week of camp look like?

The first day of camp is all about introductions and expectations. Every Monday, your
camper can expect to play icebreaker and teambuilding games, set expectations as
a group, and get excited about the topic of the week.
At check-out, guardians will receive a “What | Did Today" sheet to help spark
conversation about what campers learned, played, or experienced. The sheet will
also include a description of the Fun Friday theme.
At Camp Curiosity, Fridays are known as Fun Fridays because they include dress-up
themes and water games that your camper can opt-in to.

o Both staff and campers alike are encouraged to accessorize for Fun Fridays;

camp shirts are still required. Common ways to dress up for Fun Friday include
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socks, headbands, face paint, earrings, bracelets, and more! All campers will
create a wearable craft that matches the theme so that no one is left out.

o For Tt = 8" graders, water games on Friday include a soaked-sponge version
of Duck, Duck, Goose (called Drip, Drip, Drench) and water balloon toss. If your
camper has a latex allergy, please let us know in the medical notes section on
our camp registration forms so we can prepare accordingly. Participation in
water games is not required; we will have alternate activities that keep
campers dry.

» Please note that water games do not include water balloon “fights.”
Campers may have an opportunity to throw water balloons at camp
staff, but not at each other.

o Kindergarten campers may have an opportunity to throw a water balloon at
camp staff, but will not play other water games.

o A week after Fun Friday, pictures from that week of camp can be viewed by visiting
our password-protected photo-hosting site. The link to the site, along with the
password, will be sent to the parent/guardian email address(es) you listed during
registration.

Check-in and Check-out

How does Check-in work?

e Check-in occurs from 8:40am — 9:05am.

e Guardians should park in our lot and walk with their camper to the Check-in area at
the back of the historic building, where our gated patio meets the parking lot.

e Meet us at the Check-in table under the white popup tent!

o There will be color-coded signs for each age group. Please line up in front of
the sign that matches your camper’'s age group.

e Check-in requires a signature from a guardian. Staff will also ask guardians to
double-check the names on the Authorized Pick-up List. If needed, guardians can
write in the names of additional individuals who are authorized to pick up their
camper. After you've signed, your camper can enter the gated patio where they are
free to play until the 9:05am welcome and song.

How does Check-out work?

o Check-out for Kindergarten campers occurs from 12:00pm — 12:15pm at the back of
the historic building, where our gated patio meets the parking lot.

e Check-out for 1%t — 8" grade campers occurs from 3:40pm — 4:05pm just outside of
the museum’s main entrance, between the red wall and the main doors.

e Meet us at the Check-out table under the white popup tent!

o There will be color-coded signs for each age group. Please line up in front of
the sign that matches your camper's age group.
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e Check-out requires a Photo ID and signature from an individual on the Authorized
Pick-up List. Staff will check the Photo ID daily, regardless of who is picking up the
camper or how many times they have picked up the camper. After checking the
Photo ID and receiving a signature, we will send the camper to the guardian and give
them a What | Did Today sheet.

What if | need to drop my camper off late?
¢ [f you need to bring your camper late, please park curbside in the 5-minute Loading
Zone, just in front of the museum'’s main entrance. Bring your camper to the front desk
and tell a Guest Services Representative that you're checking in your camper. They
will radio our camp staff and bring the check-in sheet for you to sign. A camp staff
member will meet your camper at the front desk and unite them with their group.

What if | need to pick my camper up early?

¢ If you need to pick your camper up before Check-out, please park curbside in the 5-
minute Loading Zone, just in front of the museum'’s main entrance. Bring your Photo ID
to the front desk and tell a Guest Services Representative that you're checking out
your camper. They will check your Photo ID and have you sign the check-out sheet,
then radio camp staff to bring your camper to the front desk.

e If you are picking your camper up early to get somewhere on time, please arrive 10
minutes before you need to leave. Your camper may be in the middle of an activity
and will have to pack their belongings before meeting you at the front desk. It may
also help to notify camp staff ahead of time if possible so that we can plan to the
best of our ability.

What if I'm late for Check-out?

e If a camper is picked up after 4:05pm and is not signed up for Aftercare, there will be
a $1 per minute charge.

e If a camper in Aftercare is picked up after 5:00pm, there will be a $1 per minute
charge.

o Please note that our staff may reach out to guardians via phone if campers
have not been picked up by 4:50pm.

e If you anticipate being late for Check-out and wish to inform our staff, you may be

able to reach our scheduler at (916) 674-5000 EXT. 104.

Preparing for Camp
What do | need to do to prepare for camp?

e Submitting waivers before the first day of camp always makes check-in run smoothly!
Before your camper can be checked in on their first day of camp, we need completed
waivers ahead of time. Campers will not be admitted without paperwork on file. Click
here to complete the required waivers electronically. If you prefer a hard copy, please


https://form.jotform.com/252986170101150
https://form.jotform.com/252986170101150
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print the form (found on the Forms and FAQ page), complete it, and send a scanned
copy to camp@yvisitmosac.org.

e When filling out our camp registration forms, you will see a section for medical and
behavioral notes. We welcome all information regarding your camper, including
accessibility, behavior, and sensory needs. For more detailed advice, please see the
Accessibility & Inclusive section further down in this document.

What does my camper need to bring each day?

e Campers will need to bring two snacks and a lunch in a sealable container (lunch
box/bag or backpack) each day. The museum does not provide food for campers.
Campers will not have access to a refrigerator or a microwave. Here is what we
recommend for snacks and lunches:

o Individually packaged snacks such as granola bars or yogurt,
Food that can be packed in Tupperware/reuseable portable storage,
Foods that can be stored and eaten at room temperature,
Ice packs/cold packs in lunch boxes,
One extra snack item (campers expend a lot of energy during camp and may
need more fuel than expected),
o Nut-free foods
e Campers can bring a reuseable water bottle labeled with their full name. Water
fountains and bottle-refilling stations are available on both floors of the museum.
e Some campers like to bring a backpack to keep their belongings organized. While
this is not necessary, it may be helpful for:
o Campers with hats, sweaters, or other layers they might remove over the
course of the day,
o Campers who need to store medical/accessibility items (e.g. a case for
removable hearing aids, a personal AED, etc.)
o Campers who want to bring their own sanitary/safety items (e.g. sunscreen,
hand sanitizer, extra face masks, lip balm, etc.)
e We recommend labelling all items with the camper’s full name

O O O

Can my camper get food at the museum?
e Campers will not be able to buy food from the museum cafe. Please do not send your
camper with money to camp.

What if my camper has a food allergy?
¢ We ask that all families send nut-free snacks and lunches for the safety of others.
e Because the museum is home to more than just camp, we cannot guarantee a nut-
free or allergen-free environment.
e Toreduce the risk of allergen exposure, snacks and lunches take place outside. If
meals must take place inside due to extreme heat or other weather events, camp


mailto:camp@visitmosac.org
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staff will take food allergies into account when seating campers and have each
camper wash their hands after eating. After each camper washes their hands, they
will receive a stamp and move to the designated indoor free play area. Campers
without a stamp may not move to the free play area.

What should my camper wear?

e On Monday, campers will receive one Camp Curiosity shirt to wear each day. We
recommend light-weight shirts on Monday so that campers can comfortably wear
the camp shirt on top.

e Campers should always wear closed-toed and closed-heeled shoes. Avoid footwear
like Crocs and sandals.

o Campers may wear sunglasses and hats for sun protection; please write the
camper's full name on these garments if possible.

e Campers may bring sweaters for chilly mornings or air-conditioned indoor spaces;
please write the camper’s full name on the tag or inside of the sweater.

Can | get more camp shirts?

e Additional camp shirts are sold at $10 each in our gift shop.

e Please visit our gift shop between the hours of 1:00am - 5:00pm and inform staff
that you're purchasing additional shirts for your camper. Camp shirts are not on
display in the gift shop because they are exclusively sold for campers to wear.

o Camp shirts help us identify who is in our group, so only this year's campers
should wear this year's camp shirts.

e We recommend light-weight shirts on Monday so that campers can comfortably
wear the camp shirt on top.

Can my camper bring toys, tech, or other personal belongings?
o Campers must leave toys, tech, and all other items at home. This helps us make sure
no items get lost and that there are no distractions at camp.
e Campers who manage to bring in any of the above items are responsible for the
items.
o Common items brought in by campers include Rubik’'s cubes, stuffed animals,
and 3D Printed knick-knacks.
o Every year, without fail, at least one camper loses or breaks their own or
somebody else’s belongings.
o These items can be particularly distracting during facilitated activities.
e |If campers do bring toys, tech, or other items, our camp staff has the right to:
o Reqguest that the item stay put away in their backpack or lunch box
o Bring the item to the staff office until check-out
o Ask a guardian to encourage the camper not to bring the item back to camp
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e Camp staff will transport backpacks/lunch boxes and water bottles from the lunch
storage area to the lunch eating area.

o If campers want to bring water bottles with them throughout the museum,
camp staff will do their best to encourage campers to keep track of their
water bottles.

e Most lost items (especially water bottles, sweaters, and hats) are turned in at the
Front Desk’s Lost & Found basket. Items labeled with a full name have a better
chance of being found!

o If camp staff recognize any Lost & Found items as belonging to a camper, the
item will be brought to our Camp Lost & Found bin. Please check the bin at
check-out on the last day of the camp week for any missing items.

Accessibility & Inclusion
What do | put for medical/behavior notes?

e The purpose of the medical/behavior notes section is to inform staff of any medical
conditions or behaviors that may impact camper safety, comfortability, and success
during camp.

e Camp Curiosity is an inclusive environment. The more our staff can anticipate the
needs of our campers, the easier it is for us to help and create an inclusive
community. This inclusion starts with you; please feel free to include information
about your camper that may be helpful for our staff.

o Need clarification on what information is helpful to us? Here are some examples:

o If your child is sensitive to loud sounds but can tolerate noisy environments
when wearing noise-reducing headphones, this information can help our staff
prepare your camper to participate comfortably in more activities.

o If your child is prone to anxiety attacks in certain situations but responds well
to specific words or phrases, this information can help our staff get your
camper back to a comfortable emotional baseline.

o If your child is hard of hearing and needs to be in a certain location in any
given setting to better hear instruction, this information can help our staff
make sure the proper seat/spot is always available to your camper.

o If your child benefits from a 1-on-1aide at school and you would like to send
them with an aide to camp, please contact us so we can work with you to
make arrangements to include your child's aide at camp. While our staff is
attentive to each camper and their needs, we do not have enough staff to
provide 1-on-1support for each camper throughout the day.

What if my camper requires a different/specific accommodation?
o We welcome any information that will help us set your camper up for success. When
in doubt, remember that we are here to give your camper the best experience

10
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possible. If you would like to reach out to discuss accommodations, please reach out
to our Youth Programs Coordinator, Jade. (Mon — Fri, 8:30am — 4:30pm)
o Email: jpetaishiski@visitmosac.org
o Phone: (916) 674-5000 EXT. 106
What if my camper requires medication onsite/during the camp day?
¢ Please note allergies or medical conditions of any kind during registration so our staff
is aware. If your camper needs to be reminded to take medication at a specific time
or with meals, please inform staff.

Cancellation & Rescheduling Policy
What if | need to cancel or reschedule?

e [f you need to cancel or reschedule, please complete the Cancellation &
Rescheduling Form. Click here to fill out the form online. If you prefer a hard copy,
please print the form (found on the Forms and FAQ page), complete it, and send a
scanned copy to camp@visitmosac.org

e Rescheduling is based on availability. At the time of processing, if no alternate camp
is available for your camper’s age group, you can decide to remain in the original
camp or cancel your camper’s spot in the camp according to the policy listed below.

e Notice of cancellations must be received in writing no less than two weeks prior to the
program date for a 75% refund (returned via the original payment method unless
otherwise noted). After this time no refund will be issued. We will process
cancellations within two weeks of receiving your completed form.

Expectations
What are the behavior expectations for campers?

o At Camp Curiosity, we follow the museum’s "ATOMS" expectations. This acronym
makes it easier to remember exactly how everyone should act at MOSAC. While
these expectations are not exclusive to camp, they are emphasized every morning at
camp.

e We expect campers to...

o Always stay with their group
Treat others and the museum with respect

o Only use walking feet
o Make safe choices
o Stay curious and have fun

What happens if a camper isn't meeting expectations?

e Our job is to make sure everyone is safe and having fun. We state our expectations
clearly and consistently, and staff may need to take further steps to ensure campers
are aware of how their behavior affects others.

e Here are the steps camp staff use when campers aren’t meeting expectations:

11


mailto:jpetaishiski@visitmosac.org
https://form.jotform.com/Camp_Curiosity/camp-curiosity-cancellation-or-resc
mailto:camp@visitmosac.org

40 A SMUD Museum of Science and Curiosity
v IO )C Camp Curiosity Summer 2026
Frequently Asked Questions

o Reminders first — simply restating the expectation the caomper needs to follow

o Warnings second - if the camper does not follow our expectations, then a
natural consequence could follow (e.g. if you don't make safe choices, you
might fall, hurt yourself, and have to sit out from our obstacle course game)

o Conversations, not call-outs — we pull the camper aside to discuss why they
chose to act the way they did and plan to make a safer, more respectful
choice next time similar circumstances arise

How can | help my camper behave appropriately?

e If we notice a camper struggling to follow our ATOMS expectations, we may ask for
your help in reminding them of their ATOMS each morning before camp. You can ask
them if they remember what each letter stands for, why it's important, and what the
natural consequences (not punishments) are.

o We do ask that campers keep their hands and bodies to themselves, regardless of
how long they've known each other. Camp Curiosity is a hands-to-self space, even
for siblings and best friends.

Media Release

There may be photos or videos taken during this program. By registering for this program,
you give permission for MOSAC to use photos/videos of participants to promote Camp
Curiosity and the museum in general. If you would like to opt out of photographs/videos, you
must do so during registration.

Lost & Found

ltems left behind in the museum are brought to the front desk. If anyone in your troop is
missing any belongings, please ask one of our Guest Services Representatives about the lost
item. To inquire about lost items after your visit, please email us at info@visitmosac.org or
call (916) 674-5000 ext. 101.

Still have questions? We're here for you!

Email: camp@visitmosac.org

Website: https://visitmosac.org/learn/camps

Phone: (916) 674-5000 EXT. 106 (Jade Petaishiski, Youth Programs Coordinator)
Phone: (916) 674-5000 EXT. 104 (Schedulers)

12


mailto:info@mosac.org
mailto:camp@visitmosac.org
https://visitmosac.org/learn/camps/

